My Bio

I was born and raised in Port Elgin, a small town of 6000 located on the shores of Lake Huron in southwestern Ontario, Canada. The town boasts the second most beautiful sunsets in the world according to National Geographic magazine. This characteristic probably has something to do with the town’s location next to one of the biggest nuclear power plants in the world. I have an older sister and brother who live in Ontario. My mom and younger sister live in Alberta.

My journey to becoming a professor was somewhat untraditional. A former high school dropout, I spent a couple of years working at the head office of an insurance company in downtown Toronto. Relatively speaking, the job was a good one for someone 18 years old with no education. However, I woke up one morning in October 1989 having had a dream in which my friends from high school were graduating from university. The next day I began to make plans to return to school. In September 1990 I became a student at York University in Toronto.

Initially I planned to become an elementary school teacher and was accepted into the concurrent education program at York. As is so often the case, attending university opened my mind to new ideas and options. I eventually changed my major from Physical Education to English, with a minor in Humanities. I set my sights on graduate school with the goal of becoming a specialist in African American literature and culture, and a university professor. I graduated summa cum laude from York in 1995 and moved to Edmonton, Alberta where I completed an M.A. (1996) and a Ph.D. (2001) in English at the University of Alberta. After teaching at U of Alberta for one year I spent 2002/2003 as a post-doctoral fellow in the History department at New York University before accepting my current position as an Assistant Professor of English at Southern Arkansas University.

Activities and interests outside the university balance my life. I was a long distance runner for many years and competed in road races ranging in length from 5K to the marathon (26.2 miles). In 1998 I began taking riding lessons, bought one horse, and then another, and eventually was head over heels in love with the American Paint Horse breed. I began competing in 1999. I showed my horses Special Trouble, BR Miss Macho, and Our Silent Sensation on the Alberta Paint Horse show circuit before moving to Arkansas in 2003. Since moving to Arkansas I’ve acquired a new horse, Telightful Sensation and sometimes I show my spouse’s horse Tiffany Two Spots. We compete at the Regional and World level on the paint horse circuits in Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma and Texas. In 2007 Tiffany Two Spots and I won the title of Reserve World Champion in Amateur Trail at the Pinto World Championship Show in Tulsa, Oklahoma and placed third in Novice Amateur Trail at the Paint World Championship Show in Fort Worth, Texas.
When people ask me what brought me from Alberta, Canada to Arkansas I explain that for a person who shows American Paint Horses and loves rural life, Arkansas is an ideal place to live. My spouse and I have a beautiful 17-acre piece of property a mere 20 minutes from the university. We have excellent trainers within a short distance. If I wanted to, I could show my horse every weekend all year around without driving than 500 miles. It just doesn’t get any better than this. My spouse and I live with our ark of  cats, dogs, and  horses outside Stephens, Arkansas.

